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Message from the

ear after year we are faced with
constant reminders of the frailty
of the human condition.

The causes are limitless,

and frequently unpredictable.

The results, however, are all too
familiar. Whether through sudden catastrophe,
such as flood, famine or earthquake, through
economic or social crises, or simply through the
natural process of aging and ill health, there are
always many millions of our fellow human beings
who are in need of help, care and compassion.

The motives which drove the founding of the Order
in Jerusalem almost a thousand years ago - to
help those in need - remain the motives which still
drive us today. As members of a religious lay
Order, we commit ourselves to the never-ending
task of being not only on the side, but also at the
side, of all those who need a helping hand and a
caring friend in times of crisis in their lives.
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Grand Master

Just some examples of our recent interventions:
in Haiti, three years after the earthquake,

there is still much for us to do in rehabilitating
communities. In Emilia Romagna, the Order’s
Italian Emergency Corps has been caring for
hundreds of victims of the 2012 earthquake there.

In Africa the Order is focusing on support for
victims of civil conflict, of diseases such as
tuberculosis and malaria and on regions afflicted
by drought and famine. In Lebanon and Syria our
emergency services are supporting many refugee
families who have fled the civil conflict.

Elsewhere around the world, volunteers have
joined with the professional staff of the Order’s
relief organisations to offer their skills - and
equally importantly, their compassion and
understanding - to those suffering loss
through major natural catastrophes such as
flooding, earthquakes and famine.

This Activity Report includes many examples of
the ways in which the Order’s members and
volunteers seek to fulfil their pledge of
compassion, care and support to our fellow
citizens of the world, as active hospitallers with a
Christian mission. We were there yesterday, we
will be there tomorrow, the day after, and for as
long as the need remains.

Fra’ Matthew Festing

Prince and 79th Grand Master

of the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order

of St. John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta



Message from the Grand Chancellor
and the Grand Hospitaller

oday our members, staff and
volunteers in 120 countries are
working in our hospitals and
healthcare centres, in soup kitchens
and shelters for homeless people,
in care homes for the elderly,
in prisons and in schools, and for those suffering
from the aftermath of conflict or natural disasters.
The impact of such events is often concentrated on
vulnerable populations who lack access to the
essentials of living peaceful, healthy lives.
We stay after others have gone, working with them
to introduce risk reduction measures and
undertake disaster preparedness planning.
Our diplomatic network enables our emergency
relief teams to access stricken areas quickly, and
ensure that aid can be effected with minimal delay.
The sovereign status of the Order is one of the
advantages which enables us to help those in need,
whilst remaining independent and neutral,
irrespective of political allegiances.
This independence is maintained, and cooperation
with other countries is facilitated, through our
diplomatic relations with more than 100 states and
the European Union, as well as through our
permanent observer missions at the United
Nations and with the principal international
organisations.
It is fitting to note some of the activities carried out
by our volunteers during 2011, the European Year
of Volunteering.
The volunteer corps of the Order of Malta in
Romania, Albania and Lithuania celebrated the
twentieth anniversaries of their foundation
following the fall of the Iron Curtain. In Hungary,
our voluntary work has become a major

Jean-Pierre Mazery
Grand Chancellor

contributor to the welfare of its citizens.

The Order’s relief corps there now has 5,000
permanent and 15,000 ad hoc volunteers, runs
almost 200 social organisations and also works in
the area of civil protection.

The Order’s Italian Relief Corps (CISOM] celebrated
the twentieth anniversary of its partnership with
the country’s civil protection system. The Order’s
ambulance service in Ireland saw a remarkable
rise in the entirely voluntary membership - almost
5,000 by the end of 2012.

In Germany, over 47,000 volunteers worked with
30,000 employees to provide medical, social and
humanitarian assistance to more than 12 million
people in Germany and many other countries.

In France 4,200 permanent volunteers were
involved in a wide range of social interventions to
help homeless people, the handicapped and
Alzheimer's sufferers.

The Order of Malta continues to fight against
diseases such as leprosy, HIV/AIDS, malaria and
tuberculosis. It has established permanent health
centres and clinics in many countries, providing
local first-line medical and social care to remote
and regional communities.

Our humanitarian works also include projects to
improve access to clean drinking water,

and support to indigenous farmers to help them
provide a sustainable source of healthy food and a
living for their families.

And recent initiatives have included the setting up
of the Order of Malta’s Global Fund for the
Forgotten People to raise awareness and financial
support for disadvantaged members of society who
are rarely in the public eye or high on national
agendas.

Albrecht Boeselager
Grand Hospitaller
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The government of the
Sovereign Order of Malta
is composed of a senior
body of ministers and
councillors who assist
the Grand Master in
overseeing the Order’s
activities around the
world from hospitaller,
diplomatic, religious and
juridical perspectives.
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The government
of the Order

Composition and operation

The purpose of the Sovereign
Order of Malta is “the
promotion of... the Christian
virtues of charity and
brotherhood.

The Order carries out its
charitable works for the sick,
the needy and refugees
without distinction of
religion, race, origin or

age. The Order fulfils its
institutional tasks especially
by carrying out hospitaller
works, including health

and social assistance,

as well as aiding victims

of exceptional disasters

and war...”

(Extracts from Article 2 of the
Constitutional Charter])

overnment of the Sovereign

Order of Malta is similar to

the structures for state

governments. However,

it also includes specific

features associated with its
nature as a religious lay order, as well
as particular terminology evolved from
nine centuries of history.

The Order’s system of governance is
divided into three powers: legislative
power, which resides with the Chapter
General, the representative body for the
knights, and the Grand Master with the
Sovereign Council; executive power,
which resides with the Sovereign
Council; and judicial power, which is

in the hands of the Courts of the Order.
The Grand Master is the Order’s
Supreme Leader, elected for life by the
full Council of State. Members of the
Chapter General and the full Council of

Fl

B The eight-pointed cross symbolising
Order works
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State are drawn from representatives of
the Grand Priories, the Sub-Priories,
the National Associations and the
Order’s organisations established
around the world.

The Grand Master governs the Order,
assisted by the Sovereign Council, which
he chairs. It is made up of the Grand
Commander (the religious superior of
the Order’s religious members); Grand
Chancellor (Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Minister of the Interior); Grand
Hospitaller (Minister for Health and
Social Affairs, Humanitarian Action and
International Co-operation); Receiver of
the Common Treasure (Minister for
Finance and Budget], together with six
other members, all elected by the
Chapter General from among the
Professed members or members in
Obedience. The Sovereign Council is
elected for a term of five years.

The Constitutional Charter and Code
governs the life and activities of the
Order. The Chapter General of 1997
instituted an Advisory Board to the
Order’s government - the Government
Council. The Board of Auditors is
responsible for economic and financial
control. Every five years, the members
of these two bodies are elected by the
Chapter General. The Order’s Courts are
Courts of First Instance and of Appeal,
with a President, Judges, Judicial
Auditors and Auxiliaries. Legal
questions of extraordinary importance
are submitted for advice to a technical
body, the Juridical Advisory Council.



Government of the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order
of Saint John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta
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Official Visits
of the Grand Master

As Head of State, the Grand
Master makes and receives
a number of state visits
throughout each year.

He also makes and receives
official visits and
delegations, as do senior
members of the Sovereign
Council.

B 15.2.10 President of Kenya, Mwai Kibaki

2010

8-15 February

In Kinshasa, the capital of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, the Grand Master
is received by Prime Minister Adolphe
Muzito, the President of the Senate Léon
Kengo wa Dondo and the President of the
National Assembly Evariste Boshab.

The Grand Master is also received by the
Archbishop of Kinshasa, Laurent
Monsengwo Pasinya, and meets Leila
Zerrougui, Deputy Head of the UN
Mission in the DR Congo. The Grand
Master then visited the Order’s medical
and welfare projects in Eastern Congo.

15-18 February

President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya receives
the Grand Master of the Order,

Fra” Matthew Festing, at Harambee
House in Nairobi. The Grand Master has
talks with Foreign Minister Moses
Wetangula and meets the Health

B 21.5.10 President of Dominican Republic,

Leonel Fernédndez Reyna
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Minister Beth Wambui Mugo, with whom
he discusses the numerous cooperation
programmes the Order runs in Kenya
through Malteser International.

17 March

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Paraguay, Héctor Ricardo Lacognata
Zaragoza, is received by the Grand
Master at the Magistral Palace in Rome.

27 April

The Patriarch of the Catholic Greeks
Gregory Il Laham is received at the
Magistral Palace.

28 April

Diana Strofova, State Secretary of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak
Republic, is received in the Magistral
Palace.

28 April
The Vice-Prime Minister of the Czech

S
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M 21.5.10 President of the

European Commission,
José Manuel Barroso



2010 recorded visits from heads
of state from as far afield as the
Dominican Republic and the

Seychelles, to Croatia,

the Democratic Republic of Congo

and Kenya

Republic Jan Kohout is received at the
Magistral Palace in Rome.

20 May

The Grand Master, Fra’ Matthew
Festing, receives Hilarion Alfeeyv,
Metropolitan of Volokolamsk and
Chairman of the Department of External
Affairs of the Moscow Patriarchate,

in the Magistral Villa in Rome.

21 May

The President of the Dominican
Republic, Leonel Fernandez Reyna,

is received by the Grand Master, Fra’
Matthew Festing, in the Magistral Palace.

21 May

The first visit of a European
Commission president to the Order
takes place at the Magistral Villa in
Rome. José Manuel Barroso is received
by Fra’ Matthew Festing. The meeting is
followed by an official dinner including

W 9.10.10 President of Croatia, Ivo Josipovic

B 25.6.10 Pope Benedict XVI receives the Grand Master

some hundred ambassadors and Italian
and Vatican institutional personalities,
including the Italian Minister for
European Politics Andrea Ronchi and
Cardinal Jean Louis Tauran, President
of the Pontifical Council for Inter-
religious Dialogue.

22 May

The Premier of Bulgaria, Boyko
Borissov, accompanied by a delegation
including Vice-Premier and Home
Minister Tzvetan Tzvetanov, Foreign
Minister Nickolay Mladenov, Culture
Minister Vejdi Rachidov and
representatives of the Orthodox Church
is received by the Grand Master in the
Order’s Magistral Villa in Rome.

7 June

Fra” Matthew Festing, receives Roselyne
Bachelot-Narquin, the Minister of
Health and Sport of France, in the
Magistral Palace.

25 June

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI receives
in audience at the Vatican, Fra’ Matthew
Festing, Grand Master of the Order of
Malta, accompanied by the members of
the Sovereign Council.

26-29 June

At the invitation of the Honourable Noél
A. Kinsella, Speaker of the Senate of
Canada, the Grand Master Fra’ Matthew
Festing attends the International Fleet
Review hosted by Canada’s Navy in
Halifax, Nova Scotia, as part of the
Canadian Naval Centennial (1910-2010)
in the presence of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II.

15 September

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Latvia, Aivis Ronis, is received at the
Magistral Palace.

ER

B 25.10.10 President of Seychelles, James Michel
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9 October

The President of the Republic of Croatia,
Ivo Josipovic, is received by the Grand
Master at the Magistral Villa in Rome.

25 October

Grand Master Fra’ Matthew Festing
receives the President of Seychelles
James Michel in the Magistral Villa.

27 October

King Simeon Il of Bulgaria, together
with Queen Margarita, Prince Kubrat
and Princess Carla, are received by the
Grand Master in the Magistral Palace.

17 November

The Speaker of the Parliament of the
Czech Republic, Miroslava Nemcova, is
received at the Magistral Palace in Rome.

21 November

Irina Bokova, Director General of
UNESCO, is received at the Order of
Malta’s Magistral Villa in Rome.

10-11 December

On a state visit to Portugal,

Fra’ Matthew Festing is received by the
President of the Republic Anibal Cavaco
Silva, and by the Prime Minister José
Sécrates, and meets the nation’s
political and religious authorities.

B 23.11.11 President of Portugal, Anibal Cavaco Silva

150 years of Italian unification, 75 years
of the Order’s diplomatic relations with
San Marino, visits to Liechtenstein,
Monaco, Romania and Portugal

2011

28 February

The President of the European
Parliament Jerzy Buzek is received by
the Grand Master Fra’ Matthew Festing
in the Magistral Villa in Rome.

8 March

Grand Master Fra’ Matthew Festing
receives the Deputy Prime Minister of
the Hungarian Republic Zsolt Semjén in
the Magistral Palace in Rome. During
the meeting the ratification instruments
for the international cooperation
agreement signed in Budapest

on 3 November 2010 are exchanged.

M 8.6.11 President of Romania, Traian Basescu
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2 June

Following the invitation of the President
of Italy, Giorgio Napolitano, the Grand
Master takes part in the official
celebration of the 150" anniversary of
the Italian unification.

7-12 June

On a state visit to Romania Fra” Matthew
Festing is received by President Traian
Basescu, and also by Emil Boc, Prime
Minister of the Romanian government.
He also has talks with Roberta Anastase
Alma, Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

17 June

In Geneva, the Director General of the
United Nations Office Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev receives the Grand Master Fra’
Matthew Festing.

M 31.7.11 Prince Albert Il
of Monaco



W 25.6.11 Sovereign Council with Pope Benedict XVI

25 June

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
receives in audience at the Vatican,
Fra’ Matthew Festing, Grand Master of
the Order of Malta, accompanied by the
members of the Sovereign Council.

30-31 July

Prince Albert Il of Monaco receives the
Grand Master Fra’ Matthew Festing in
an official visit to the Principality.

A fundraising concert for the Order’s
activities is held in the courtyard of the
Prince’s Palace.

1-2 September

Prince Regent Alois of Liechtenstein
receives the Grand Master in the
twelfth-century Vaduz castle in the
principality’s capital.

9-13 September

Dalia Grybauskaite, President of
Lithuania, receives the Grand Master
Fra” Matthew Festing in Vilnius.

The Grand Master also participated in
the celebrations for the 20" anniversary
of the Lithuanian Volunteer Corps of
the Order.

24 September

The 100th anniversary of the Order of
Malta’s Netherlands Association is
celebrated in the presence of the Grand
Master Fra” Matthew Festing with a
High Mass in St. Catherine’s Cathedral,
Utrecht, historically linked to the Order
of St. John and now seat of the
archdiocese of Utrecht.

30 September
Minister of State of the Principality of
Monaco, Michel Roger, is received by

the Grand Master Fra’ Matthew Festing
in the Magistral Villa.

19 October

To celebrate the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations
with the world’s oldest republic, Fra’
Matthew Festing is received

in San Marino by the Most Excellent
Captains Regent, Gabriele Gatti and
Matteo Fiorini.

6-9 November

The Grand Master of the Order of Malta
makes an official visit to the Republic
of Chile and is received by President
Sebastian Pinera at La Moneda Palace.

23 November

Minister of the Interior of the Slovak
Republic, Daniel Lipsic, is received at
the Magistral Palace in Rome.

B 1.9.11 Prince Regent Alois of Liechtenstein

B 12.9.11 President of Lithuania, Dalia Grybauskaite
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2012

30 January

The Grand Master receives King
Michael of Romania in the Magistral
Palace in Rome.

21 February

Fra” Matthew Festing receives the King
of Tonga George Tupou V at the
Magistral Palace.

21 February

The Vice President of the Republic of
Liberia, Joseph Nyumah Boakai,

is received by the Grand Master in the
Magistral Palace in Rome.

27 February - 1 March

On a state visit to Austria, Grand
Master Fra” Matthew Festing is
received by the Federal President Heinz

In 2012, visits to Austria, Russia,

the European Parliament in Brussels,
and a welcome to many governmental
representatives, from Belgium to
Slovenia, from Liberia to Cyprus

Fischer in the Hofburg Palace in
Vienna. The Grand Master also has
talks with the Federal Chancellor
Werner Faymann, with the Vice-
Chancellor and Foreign Minister
Michael Spindelegger and the Mayor of
Vienna Michael Haupl. The Grand
Master is then received by the Director
General of the United Nations

Office, Yury Fedotov and the Director
General of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, Yukiya Amano.

20 March

The Grand Master inaugurates an
exhibition on the Order of Malta's
activities in the European Parliament in
Brussels in the presence of the
President of the Parliament,

Martin Schulz.

12 April

Didier Reynders, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade of Belgium, is received
at the Magistral Villa in Rome.

6 June

In a bilateral meeting between the
Republic of Cyprus and the Sovereign
Order of Malta the protocol that
establishes the opening of diplomatic
relations was signed in the Order’s
Magistral Villa in Rome.

25 June

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
receives in audience at the Vatican,
Fra’” Matthew Festing, Grand Master of
the Order of Malta, accompanied by the
High Officers of the Sovereign Council.

W 19.10.11 Captains Regent of the Republic of San
Marino, Gabriele Gatti and Matteo Fiorini

M 8.11.11 President of Chile, Sebastian Pifera
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W 21.2.12 King of Tonga,
George Tupou V



W 6.7.12 Kirill, Patriarch of Moscow and all the Russias,
receives the Grand Master

5 July

The Grand Master, together with the
Minister of Culture of the Russian
Federation Vladimir Medinskiy,
inaugurates the exhibition Treasures of
the Order of Malta: nine centuries at
the service of faith and charity in the
Kremlin Museums in Moscow.

6 July

His Holiness the Patriarch of Moscow
and all the Russias, Kirill, receives in
audience Grand Master Fra’ Matthew
Festing at the patriarchal residence in
the Monastery of St. Daniel in Moscow,
Russia.

25 July

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Belgium, Didier
Reynders, signs - on behalf of the
Federal Public Service Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Trade and Development

Cooperation of Belgium - a Cooperation
Agreement with the Sovereign Order of
Malta, represented by the Grand
Chancellor Jean-Pierre Mazery in
Egmont Palace, Brussels.

9-14 September

A delegation of the Sovereign Order of
Malta, headed by the Grand Chancellor
Jean-Pierre Mazery, and the Grand
Hospitaller Albrecht Boeselager, visits
Taiwan at the invitation of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Taiwan to discuss the
possibilities of mutual collaboration in
the humanitarian and social sectors.
The delegation has an audience with
Ma Ying-jeou, President of Taiwan, and
is received by Timothy Chin-Tien Yang,
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

18 October
In Poland for a two-day visit, Grand
Master Fra’ Matthew Festing is received

by the President of the Polish Republic
Bronislaw Komorowski in Belweder
Palace, Warsaw.

25 October

The President of the Republic of Cyprus,
Demetris Christofias, and current
President of the Council of the European
Union, is received at the Magistral Villa
by the Grand Master, Fra” Matthew
Festing, on the occasion of his

State visit to the Sovereign Order, the
first by a Head of State of Cyprus.

14 November

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Slovenia, Karl Erjavec, is received at the
Magistral Palace in Rome.

MW 27.2.12 President of Austria, Heinz Fischer

W 25.10.12 President of Cyprus, Demetris Christofias
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THE ORDER OF MALTA HAS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 104 COUNTRIES:

EUROPE

Albania, Austria, Belarus, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus,
Czech Republic, Holy See, Hungary, Italy,
Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia
(Federation of)*, San Marino, Serbia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Ukraine.

THE AMERICAS

Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican

Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana,

Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia,

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Suriname, Uruguay, Venezuela.

ASIA

Afghanistan, Armenia, Cambodia, Georgia,
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, Philippines,
Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste,
Turkmenistan.

* Relations with the Russian Federation are maintained through a diplomatic special mission.

THE ORDER OF MALTA HAS OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH:

AFRICA

Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon,
Cape Verde, Central Africa, Chad, Comoros,
Congo (Democratic Republic of the),
Congo (Republic of the), Céte d’lvoire,
Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Gabon, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya,
Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique,
Namibia, Niger, Sao Tome and Principe,
Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, Sudan, Togo.

OCEANIA
Micronesia, Marshall Islands, Kiribati.

e Belgium e Canada

e France e Germany

THE ORDER OF MALTA HAS RELATIONS AT AMBASSADOR LEVEL WITH:

e Luxembourg e Switzerland

e Palestinian Authority

Multilateral relations

THE ORDER OF MALTA HAS RELATIONS AT AMBASSADOR LEVEL WITH:

e European Union

THE ORDER OF MALTA HAS PERMANENT OBSERVER MISSIONS TO THE UNITED NATIONS AND ITS SPECIALISED AGENCIES:

United Nations - New York

United Nations - Geneva

United Nations - Vienna

ESCAP - United Nations Economic and Social

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (Bangkok)

FAO - Food and Agricultural Organization of
the United Nations (Rome)
IAEA - International Atomic Energy Agency

(Vienna)

IFAD - International Fund for Agricultural

Development (Rome)

UNEP - United Nations Environment
Programme (Nairobi)

UNESCO - United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization (Paris)

UNHCHR - United Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights (Geneval)
UNHCR - United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (Geneva)
UNIDO - United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (Vienna)

WFP - World Food Programme of the
United Nations (Rome)

WHO - World Health Organization (Geneva)

THE ORDER OF MALTA HAS DELEGATIONS OR REPRESENTATIONS TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS:

CTBTO - Preparatory Commission for the
comprehensive nuclear test-ban Treaty
Organization (Vienna)

ICCROM - International Centre for the study
of the preservation and restoration of
cultural property (Rome)

ICMM - International Committee of Military
Medicine (Brussels)

ICRC - International Committee of the Red
Cross (Geneva)

IDB - Inter-American Development Bank
(Washington D.C.)

IIHL - International Institute of Humanitarian

Law (Sanremo, Geneva)

IFRC - International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies (Geneva)

@ SOVEREIGN MILITARY HOSPITALLER ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM OF RHODES AND OF MALTA

I0M - International Organization for
Migration (Geneva)

UNIDROIT - International Institute for the
Unification of Private Law (Rome)

UNILAT - Latin Union (Santo Domingo, Paris)
Council of Europe (Strasbourg)
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B The Order of Malta and the European Commission collaborate on joint projects

OPENING OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE REAFFIRMATION OF BILATERAL RELATIONS
REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS WITH ITALY

The protocol that establishes the opening of diplomatic In Rome on 17 May 2012, the Italian Foreign Minister
relations between the Republic of Cyprus and the Giulio Terzi di Sant'/Agata receives the Grand Chancellor
Sovereign Order of Malta is signed on 6 June 2012. Mrs of the Sovereign Order of Malta, Jean-Pierre Mazery and
Erato Kozakou-Marcoullis, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Order’s Ambassador to Italy Giulio di Lorenzo Badia.
the Republic of Cyprus, and Jean-Pierre Mazery, The excellent state of bilateral relations is reaffirmed
Grand Chancellor of the Sovereign Order of Malta, sign during the meeting and an agreement defining the state
the agreement in the Magistral Villa, institutional seat of of bilateral relations and the presence of the Order of
the Order of Malta in Rome. Malta’s government seat in ltaly is signed.
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Working with nations

Cooperation agreements for healthcare and
humanitarian initiatives

The Order of Malta enters
into cooperation agreements
with other states with the
purpose of establishing or
strengthening the
healthcare, welfare or
humanitarian services in the
country or to agree an
operative framework for joint
actions going forward.

Czech Republic

(28 April 2010)

An agreement protocol for humanitarian
cooperation in Haiti between the Czech
Republic and the Order of Malta was
signed by Jan Kohout, Czech Vice-
Premier and Foreign Minister, and the
Order’s Grand Chancellor Jean-Pierre
Mazery. The Czech Republic will provide
technical cooperation and funds for
health training, disaster preparedness
and reconstruction projects the Order is
implementing in Haiti after the
earthquake in 2010.

Hungary

(3 November 2010)

An international cooperation agreement
between the Republic of Hungary and
the Sovereign Order of Malta was signed
in Budapest. This agreement, ratified
with a large majority by the Hungarian
Parliament on 29 November, strength-
ens the Order’s healthcare, welfare and
humanitarian services in Hungary.

Portugal

(24 November 2010)

An international cooperation agreement
was signed in Lisbon between the
Sovereign Order of Malta and the
Community of Portuguese-language
Countries, which includes Angola,
Brazil, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau,
Mozambique, Portugal, Sao Tome" and
Principe and Timor LEste.

The agreement will supply the operative
framework for joint actions going
forward, and further develop the
humanitarian aid programmes the
Order already has in place in the
member states of the Community.

Russian Federation

(27 November 2010)

A memorandum of understanding for
cooperation in dealing with emergencies
caused by nature or by man was signed
by the Russian deputy Minister Pavel
Plat and the Grand Chancellor Jean-
Pierre Mazery in Rome. The agreement
between the Order of Malta’s Italian
Relief Corps and EMERCOM - the
Russian Federation’s Ministry of
Emergency Situations - specifies the
development of cooperation
programmes, coordination of emergency
situations, and management of civil
defence volunteers.

Liberia

(1 February 2011)

In Monrovia the Government of Liberia
and the Embassy of the Order of Malta
signed a Cooperation Agreement to
facilitate and foster humanitarian works
and projects of the Order in the country.
It also grants customs and tax
exemption for importing goods, as well
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as freedom of movement inside the
Liberian territory.

Dominican Republic

(12 April 2011)

In Santo Domingo the Minister of Foreign
Relations of the Dominican Republic and
the Ambassador of the Order of Malta
signed a Cooperation Agreement to
promote health and social development
in the country through the works of the
Dominican Association of the Order.

Morocco

(30 May 2011)

Ordre de Malte France and the Ministry
of Health of Morocco have drawn up a
new agreement under which the existing
healthcare initiatives are extended to
training health practitioners.

Kenya

(14 September 2011)

A cooperation agreement was signed by
The Hon. Mosé Wetang'ula, Foreign
Minister of Kenya, and by Ambassador
Gianfranco Cicogna Mozzoni for the
Order of Malta. The agreement to
develop cooperation in the healthcare
and humanitarian field also extends
customs and fiscal exemptions for
importing equipment - already granted
to the embassy - to Malteser
International. The accord also facilitates
freedom of movement inside the country
for all the Order of Malta’s personnel.

Chile

(8 November 2011)

A memorandum of understanding was

signed with the Chilean government for
an international humanitarian network
to coordinate activities during natural



=— 2010

[ X J
—_— 2011

disasters. The agreement defines the
coordination between the Order,

the Chilean Foreign Ministry and
National Office for Emergencies.

The need for this coordination was
highlighted by the UN Assessment
Report on disaster Risk Reduction in
Chile after the earthquake of 2010.

Mali

(5 December 2011)

The Order of Malta and the World Health
Organization have signed a cooperation
and partnership agreement at the WHO
in Bamako. In the agreement both
parties have undertaken to define and
implement joint projects in hospitals and
healthcare. The aim of the agreement is
to provide patients in need with the best
care, as part of the national health
policy of the Government of Mali and in
accordance with the guidelines of the
World Health Organisation.

United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC)

(28 February 2012)

The Director General of the United
Nations Office in Vienna, Yury Fedotov,
and the Grand Chancellor, Jean-Pierre
Mazery, signed a joint statement
between the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime, and the Order of
Malta. This agreement aims to focus on
preventing human trafficking, drug
abuse and corruption.

International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA)

(28 February 2012)

An agreement was signed between the
Order of Malta and the International
Atomic Energy Agency, with the aim of
supporting the Programme of Action for
Cancer Therapy. This programme has
been launched to help developing
countries improve their capacities in
cancer care tasks and create regional
radiotherapy centres.

France

(4 April 2012)

In the Quai d'Orsay, Alain Juppé,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, signed a
protocol of cooperation between France
and the Sovereign Order of Malta,
represented by the Grand Chancellor,
Jean-Pierre Mazery, and the President
of the Ordre de Malte France, Thierry de
Beaumont-Beynac. This cooperation
protocol, based on the Oeuvres
Hospitaliéres Francaises de ['Ordre de
Malte experience in emergency medical
services, renews and strengthens the
already firm bonds that have existed
since 1928 between France and the
Order. The protocol is a concrete
demonstration of France's interest in
the Order’s humanitarian activities and
in developing cooperation in this sector.

Guinea

(11 April 2012)

Ordre de Malte France signed a
cooperation agreement with the Ministry
of Health of Guinea. The Order has been
operating in Guinea since 1986, when

—_— 2012

— 2013

the first agreement was signed with the
country for a national leprosy
programme. The Order’s surgery in Pita
operates as a logistics base for national
leprosy, tuberculosis and Buruli ulcer
programmes.

Belgium

(25 July 2012)

A Cooperation Agreement was signed
between the Kingdom of Belgium and
the Sovereign Order of Malta.

The signing ceremony, which took place
in the Egmont Palace in Brussels,
reinforces cooperation in humanitarian
and charitable projects in third-world
countries.

Monaco

(31 August 2012)

A Cooperation Agreement between the
Order of Malta and the Principality of
Monaco was signed at the Residence of
the Minister of State, Mr Michel Roger.
The agreement will facilitate the active
cooperation and exchange of information
in the field of humanitarian assistance
worldwide between the government of
Monaco and the Order of Malta.

Republic of Congo

(14 December 2012)

A Cooperation Agreement to set up the
general framework and guidelines for
health care activities, is signed in
Brazzaville by the Secretary General of
the Foreign Affairs Ministry and the
Order of Malta's Ambassador in the
Congo.
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A UN perspective

Diplomacy in the Sovereign Order of Malta

The Sovereign Order of
Malta has permanent
observer missions at the
United Nations (New York,
Geneva, Paris, Vienna,
Rome, Nairobi, Bangkok) and
with its specialised agencies.

Permanent Observer
mission to the United
Nations in New York

The Sovereign Military Order of Malta
was admitted by General Assembly
Resolution as a Permanent Observer to
the United Nations on August 24, 1994.
The Permanent Observer Mission
supports and extends cordial relations to
State and non-State Actors. In New York
it is headed by Ambassador Robert
Shafer and an eight-member delegation.
They ensure that the Sovereign Order of
Malta’s work is highly visible on the
international stage. Members of the
delegation attend daily meetings of the
Security Council, the General Assembly,
the Economic and Social Council, and the
numerous committees and commissions
that comprise the UN system. Views of
the Order on issues at the core of its
commitment are presented by
addressing these meetings: on public
health, maternal and child health,
HIV/AIDS eradication, malaria, leprosy
and tuberculosis; rights of women and
children; disaster relief; protection of
civilians in armed conflict; rights of
refugees and migrants; economic
development and the Millennium
Development Goals; poverty reduction;
safety of humanitarian field personnel.
The Order of Malta makes interventions
when appropriate, with the exception of
the Security Council, where statements
may be made only by invitation of the
Council President. In November 2009 the
Grand Hospitaller of the Order, Albrecht
von Boeselager, at the President’s
request, addressed the Council on
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict.
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Interventions and attendance are
growing exponentially; the Mission has
broadened its scope of participation to
include those issues that gain
prominence as the world changes, such
as climate change, the global financial
crisis, food security. The Order of Malta
has no voting privileges in the decision

The Mission has
broadened its scope of
participation to include
those issues that gain
prominence as the world
changes

making bodies of the UN in New York.
The Mission also produces Information
Notes on its humanitarian relief and
development projects worldwide.
These are distributed to all Permanent
Missions to the UN in New York.

More information can be found
at the Mission’s website:
www.un.int/orderofmalta



The Grand Hospitaller of the M

Order of Malta gives a speech at the
United Nations Security Council on the
safety of civilians in conflict

The Order of Malta

Permanent Observer mission

in Geneva develops relations

with international

and intergovernmental

humanitarian organisations

to inform them about the

activities of the Order

of Malta and to define

possible fields of cooperation.

The work focuses on:

» Refugees - UNHCR

» Health - WHO

 Relief - OCHA

« Human rights - UNHCHR
and HRC

« Migration - IOM

» Social matters - ECOSOC

Permanent Observer
mission to the United
Nations in Geneva

In 2012, an information conference for
new Ambassadors of the Order in
Europe and Africa initiated by the Grand
Chancellor of the Order and organised
by the Order’s Mission in Geneva at the
Palais des Nations, centred on the role
of the Order’s Diplomatic Service and its
international humanitarian activities.

...multilateral diplomatic
activities include ...
regular briefings on
crisis situations by the
UN Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs

The Order’'s Permanent Mission to the
UN in Geneva carries out multilateral
diplomatic activities: participation in the
annual World Health Assembly and
Executive Board meetings of the World
Health Organization, the Executive and
Standing Committee sessions of the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees, the
Substantive Session of the UN Economic

and Social Council, the UN Human
Rights Council sessions, regular
briefings on crisis situations by the

UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, the Council
meetings of the International
Organization for Migration, and the
International Conference of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent. Ambassador
Marie-Thérése Pictet-Althann and her
team address the issues raised through
statements and participation in debates,
inter-active dialogues and informal
consultations. On 17th June 2011 Grand
Master Fra’ Matthew Festing paid an
official visit to the United Nations, where
he was received by the Director-General
of the United Nations Office at Geneva,
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev. Discussions
focused on the work of the Order in
humanitarian emergencies and public
health.

Further information on the Mission’s
work is available at
www.ungeneva.orderofmalta.int
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Conferences

Every year the Order of
Malta engages in meetings
and conferences, at national
and international level.
These are special
opportunities to bring
together the latest thinking
and experience that the
Order’s members have to
offer. The encounters provide
inspiration for the
development of programmes
and activities as well as
examination of past projects.

1* Asia-Pacific Regional Conference
of the Order, Singapore
17-18 September 2010

Conference: ‘Humanitarian
challenges in crisis-driven regions,’
Rome, Italy

27 October 2010

Humanitarian Diplomacy and
International Crisis Management.
Jointly: Order of Malta and the
French Navy, UNESCO Paris, France
27-28 January 2011

18" European Hospitallers’
Conference, Cambridge, England
1-3 April 2011

National Associations Presidents’
Meeting, Einsiedeln, Switzerland
6-8 May 2011

40" INTERPOL European Regional
Conference. Addressed by the Order
of Malta Grand Chancellor Jean-
Pierre Mazery: ‘The Order of Malta -
Subject of International Law,’

La Valletta, Malta

15 May 2011

2" Asia-Pacific Regional Conference
of the Order, Makati City,
Philippines

14-16 October 2011

Eighth Conference of the Americas,
Lima, Peru
3-7 November 2011
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Grand Master in conference at the
Pontifical Catholic University of
Chile: ‘The Sovereign Order of Malta
in the World,” Santiago, Chile

7 November 2011

Seminar: ‘Protecting the Sacred
Places of the Mediterranean,

a contribution to intercultural
dialogue’. Jointly promoted

by the European Commission

and the Sovereign Order of Malta
in cooperation with BEPA (Bureau
of European Policy Advisers),
Brussels, Belgium

6 March 2012

19" European Hospitallers’
Conference, Prague, Czech Republic
16-18 March 2012

Conference on the Order’s
International humanitarian
activities, and photographic
exhibition, European Parliament,
Brussels, Belgium

23 March 2012

3" Asia-Pacific Regional Conference
of the Order, Sydney, Australia
12-14 October 2012

Conference on the Protection and
Conservation of Cultural Heritage in
the Mediterranean, hosted in
Limassol by the Republic of Cyprus
and Order of Malta, with the
European Commission and UNESCO
22-23 November 2012



Humanitarian diplomacy and international

crisis management:

A conference organised by the Sovereign Order of Malta and the French Navy
at the UNESCO Paris headquarters
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B Paris: over 400 diplomats, members of the military and humanitarian leaders met for two days

A keynote meeting discusses
ways forward with actors on
the ground in the
management of disasters
and crises.

The Sovereign Order of Malta and the
French Navy organised a Conference on
Humanitarian Diplomacy and
International Crisis Management at
UNESCO'’s headquarters in Paris in
January 2011.

The aim of the conference was to help
define the practices and courses of
action which should be implemented

by the various actors on the ground.
Over 400 diplomats, members of the
military and humanitarian leaders met
for two days of intense discussion.

The conference highlighted the urgent
need to define guiding ethical principles
in crisis areas, not only of the large
humanitarian agencies, but also of the
armed forces, politicians, religious
leaders, entrepreneurs, opinion leaders

and civil society in general.

Since the large humanitarian operations
which have taken place in Iraq,
Afghanistan, Darfur, Sahel and recently
Haiti, crisis resolution has been
constantly evolving and now largely
affects the relationship between military
forces, diplomats and humanitarian
organisations.

An urgent need to define
guiding ethical principles
in crisis areas

The question of relations among military
servicemen, diplomats, both civil and
humanitarian within the framework

of international crises, armed conflicts
or natural catastrophes, as well as
involvement of mass-media, of large
multinational enterprises, private
security companies, non-state actors
and the multiplication of NGOs, often
with different objectives, has raised the
issue of having the various actors
cohabitate, co-operate and when
possible, integrate on the ground. A new
approach is therefore necessary: while

the change of relationships between

humanitarian organisations, diplomats,

civilians and military forces is not new,
the recent concepts of ‘duty to interfere’
and ‘responsibility to protect’ have
paved the way for what is now called

‘humanitarian diplomacy’.

Among the important recommendations,

the European Commissioner for

Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response

Mme Kristalina Georgieva noted:

- The need for more global financial
resources for humanitarian aid,
especially from the private sector, and
through public-private partnerships;

- The need to improve aid effectiveness
by strengthening the performance and
delivery capacity of the humanitarian
system, which means to collectively be
better prepared to address large scale
disasters, to improve on-the-spot
leadership and coordination, and
especially the roles of UN
Humanitarian coordinators and of
UN-led systems of clusters;

- The need to ‘de-compartmentalise’
policy areas in the management of
disasters and crises.
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Protecting the Sacred Places of the Mediterranean,

a contribution to intercultural dialogue
A seminar jointly organised by the European Commission and
the Sovereign Order of Malta in Brussels, chaired by President José Manuel Barroso

B Androulla Vassiliou,
European Commissioner

The seminar focuses on how
to strengthen intercultural
dialogue through the
preservation of sacred places,
with a view to contributing to
social and political stability.

In March 2012, the European
Commission and the Sovereign Order of
Malta jointly organised a seminar on
‘Protecting the Sacred Places of the
Mediterranean - a contribution to
intercultural dialogue’ at the European
Commission headquarters in Brussels,
under the chairmanship of President
José Manuel Barroso.
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